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Biodata 

Jeannette  Littlemore  is  a Professor of  Applied  Linguistics  in  the  Department  of  English 
Language and Linguistics at the University of Birmingham. She has worked at the University 
of Birmingham since 1999, having taught and lectured earlier in Brussels, Belgium; Saitama 
Ken, Japan; and Santander, Spain. She served as the Head of Department of English Language 
and Applied Linguistics at the University of Birmingham, where she is currently a Professor. 
In addition, in 2016 she was appointed Distinguished Professor at the Research Institute for 
Bilingual Learning and Teaching (RIBiLT) at the Open University of Hong Kong, where her 
duties  include  mentoring  academic  staff  in  research  and  publications  and  supporting  the 
research activities of academics.  

Her research focuses on metaphor and metonymy and explores the facilitative and debilitative 
role played by metaphor and metonymy in language education and in cross-linguistic and cross-
cultural communication more generally. She is interested in the creative use of metaphor and 
metonymy and in the ways in which figurative meaning is negotiated by speakers with different 
kinds of background knowledge and different emotional experiences. 

Her monographs include: Metaphors in the Mind: Sources of Variation in Embodied Metaphor 
(Cambridge University Press, 2019), Metonymy: Hidden Shortcuts in Language, Thought and 
Communication (Cambridge University Press, 2015); Figurative Language, Genre and 
Register (with Alice Deignan and Elena Semino, Cambridge University Press, 2013); Doing 
Applied Linguistics (with Nicholas Groom, Routledge 2011); Applying Cognitive Linguistics 
to  Second  Language  Learning  and  Teaching  (Palgrave  MacMillan,  2009)  and  Figurative 
Thinking and Foreign Language Learning (with Graham Low, Palgrave MacMillan, 2006). 
She is currently working on a new monograph: Unpacking Creativity: The Role of Figurative 
Communication in Advertising, (with Paula Perez-Sobrino, Cambridge University Press). 
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